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should not condone or participate in private importunities by another with a judge or hearing officer on behalf of the
lawyer or the client.

EC 7-36 Judicial hearings ought to be conducted through dignified and orderly procedures designed to protect the
rights of all parties. Although a lawyer has the duty to represent the client zealously, the lawyer should not engage in
any-conduct that offends the dignity and decorum of proceedings. While maintaining independence, a lawyer should
be respectful, courteous, and above-board in relations with a judge or hearing officer before whom the lawyer
appears. The lawyer should avoid undue solicitude for the comfort or convenience of judge or jury and should avoid
any other conduct calculated to gain special consideration.

EC 7-37 In adversary proceedings, clients are litigants and though ill feeling may exist between clients, such ill
feeling should not influence a lawyer's conduct, attitude, and demeanor towards opposing lawyers. A lawyer should
not make unfair or derogatory personal reference to opposing counsel. Haranguing and offensive tactics by lawyers
interfere with the orderly administration of justice and have no proper place in our legal system.

EC 7-38 A lawyer should be courteous to opposing counsel and should accede to reasonable requests regarding
court proceedings, settings, continuances, waiver of procedural formalities, and similar matters which do not
prejudice the rights of the client. A lawyer should follow local customs of courtesy or practice, unless he or she
gives timely notice to opposing counsel of the intention not to do so. A lawyer should be punctual in fulfilling all
professional commitments.

EC 7-39 In the final analysis, proper functioning of the adversary system depends upon cooperation between
lawyers and tribunals in utilizing procedures which will preserve the impartiality of tribunals and make their

decisional processes prompt and just, without impinging upon the obligation of lawyers to represent their clients
zealously within the framework of the law.

DISCIPLINARY RULES
DR 7-101 [1200.32] Representing a Client Zealously.

A. A lawyer shall not intentionally:

1. Fail to seek the lawful objectives of the client through reasonably available means permitted by law and the
Disciplinary Rules, except as provided by DR 7-101 [1200.32] (B). A lawyer does not violate this
Disciplinary Rule, however, by acceding to reasonable requests of opposing counsel which do not
prejudice the rights of the client, by being punctual in fulfilling all professional commitments, by avoiding
offensive tactics, or by treating with courtesy and consideration all persons involved in the legal process.

2. Fail to carry out a contract of employment entered into with a client for professional services, but the
lawyer may withdraw as permitted under DR 2-110 [1200.15], DR 5-102 [1200.21], and DR 5-105
[1200.24].

3. Prejudice or damage the client during the course of the professional relationship, except as required under
DR 7-102 [1200.33] (B) or as authorized by DR 2-110 [1200.15].

B. In the representation of a client, a lawyer may:
1. Where permissible, exercise professional judgment to waive or fail to assert a right or position of the client.

2. Refuse to aid or participate in conduct that the lawyer believes to be unlawful, even though there is some
support for an argument that the conduct is legal.

DR 7-102 [1200.33] Representing a Client Within the Bounds of the Law.



